
   

Asking prices are up 7% year on year in New Zealand as new listings are 

still failing to keep up with buyer interest. In November, new listings were 

5% lower than for the same time last year and the usual seasonal lull is 

expected over the next couple of months. The latest NZ Property Report 

from realestate.co.nz shows that, in particular, new listings in Auckland fell 

by over 7% from October and are not keeping up with demand, giving 

sellers a continued advantage in the market.  

Asking prices, though up year-on-year, did ease slightly in November to a 

seasonally adjusted national average of $478,931. A record average 

asking price of $389,886 was reached in Waikato (up 8% on November 

2012). Nationally, 11 regions saw increases in asking price; six of those 

were greater than 5%. West Coast saw the largest increase of 12.8% from 

October to $289,609 followed by Gisborne (up 10% to $303,959) and 

Taranaki (up 9.7% to $328,250). Of the eight regions showing decreases  

in asking price, only two reported falls of greater than 5%: Coromandel 

(down 13% to $440,210) and Hawkes Bay (down 8% to $345,375). 
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ASKING PRICES REMAIN HIGH 
WITH SUPPLY STILL TIGHT  

HOW TO GET TOP 
DOLLAR FOR YOUR 
HOME  

First impressions are gained from 

the moment a prospective buyer 

pulls up outside your property, so 

it is important to maximise your 

street appeal to achieve a better 

price for your home. 

 

Keep the berm mowed and the 

pavement outside your home 

clear of litter. Mow your lawns, 

trim any shrubs and weed the 

flower beds. Colourful flowers and 

shrubs create a welcoming and 

inviting feeling. If your home’s 

exterior could do with a re-paint 

but finances won’t allow it – try 

painting the window trims for a 

neatening effect. Replace a 

shabby or rusting mailbox with a 

smart new one for an immediate 

boost to your street appeal. 
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TIPS FOR MOVING HOUSE 

Sold your house recently? Congratulations on a successful sale! Start 

planning the move with a few tips to get things underway: 

 Get organised early and make lists. NZ Post have a great Moving 

Checklist on their website (nzpost.co.nz in the receiving mail section). 

 Take the opportunity to have a good clear out – throw out the junk and 

sell or donate any unwanted items. 

 Start saving up boxes for the move and make sure you label every box 

clearly with the contents. A late night search for bed sheets through 

endless boxes simply marked “bedroom” won’t seem much fun! 

 Prepare a Moving Day Kit – a box of essentials that you’ll need on 

moving day, such as toilet paper, light bulbs, cleaning supplies, rubbish 

bags, a change of clothes, toiletries, tea or coffee, a kettle and mugs.  

 Don’t forget to redirect your mail, and take power and water readings at 

both the old house and your new home. 

 Above all, try not to lose your sense of humour! 

 

SUMMER GARDEN 

MAKE-OVER    

A garden make-over is an 

enjoyable project that adds 

considerable value to your 

property. Budgets vary, but 

remember, you don’t have to do 

it all at once. You can gradually 

improve your property by 

tackling one section at a time.  

Here's what to do.  

Visit the garden centre.    

Choose plants that contrast in 

height and form and are suitable 

for the position in your garden. 

Less is more.  Don’t clutter the 

garden with a one-of-everything 

approach. Choose a theme and 

a small variety of plants to give 

a professional looking result. 

Buy enough plants to cover the 

area, allowing for growth.  

Prepare and plant. Turn the 

soil over and add organic 

material to enrich the beds. 

Place weed cloth over the soil 

and cut openings for the new 

plants. Dig holes, set in the 

plants, cover with soil, water 

well, and add a thick layer of 

bark or rock to finish.   

 

  


