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HOW TO GET TOP 
DOLLAR FOR YOUR 
HOME 

Auctions are becoming 

increasingly popular as a method 

for selling a home and the reason 

is simple. It helps maximise your 

sales price.  

 

There is no fairer or finer method 

of sale. Auction offers the vendors 

total control, and the opportunity 

for all buyers to compete at once, 

often resulting in a premium price. 

Thus, marketing is more important 

than pricing in today’s market. 

This competitive effect is most 

pronounced in a seller’s market 

where demand exceeds supply, 

as we have now.  

The percentage of sales by 

auction has risen over the past 

year in New Zealand. In Auckland, 

38% of sales were by auction in 

August; up from 34% a year ago, 

the Real Estate Institute says.  

 

 

Staging a home for sale helps attract upwardly 
mobile buyers who are willing to pay more.   

Many house hunters today start by looking at photos online, and are 

strongly influenced by colourful, upmarket furnishings that suggest a better 

lifestyle. According to a New Zealand Herald article, home staging could 

add $10,000-$40,000 to the sale price of your home. While specific figures 

are hard to prove, it makes sense to “dress” your home as if it is worth 

more. Try these home staging tricks to add value. 

Conquer the clutter. Put away all knick-knacks and personal items 

around the house. Get rid of anything you are not using regularly.   

Less is more. Take a few pieces of furniture out of the room to make it 

look larger and more appealing; then rearrange to fill any gaps.  

Float the furniture. Try pulling furniture away from the walls and arrange 

them in groups within a room. It creates a focal point and improves flow.   

Use neutral colours for the backdrop. If you have strong or clashing 

colours in the living areas, re-paint in a sophisticated neutral colour. 

Use colour for impact. Choose contrasting colours for pillows and 
accessories to attract the eye.   

Art plays a part: Choose eye-catching artwork to fill blank walls. It doesn’t 

have to be expensive, but it should coordinate with the colour scheme. 

 

 

SIX SECRETS OF THE HOME 
STAGERS  
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FINDING A HOUSE YOU CAN AFFORD 

Finding a house that fits your budget and still looks like it is remotely 

related to your “dream home” can be difficult. If you are finding the homes 

you want most are way outside your price range, don’t despair. Keep 

searching with these tips.  

Broaden your search by suburb. If you can’t afford the suburb you want, 

look at the neighbourhoods that surround it. Prices often drop considerably 

just a short drive away from the most sought-after areas. The capital gains 

potential of these fringe suburbs can be quite good over time, as they often 

become the “next hot area.”  

Small is beautiful: Ideally, everyone wants a large home. But it’s not 

where most people start. Content yourself with less space and you’ll find 

the prices are much more attractive. Depending on the property, you may 

be able to add a room later, or trade up as finances permit.   

Look for less land: A large percentage of the value of a property is in the 

land. So buy less of it by purchasing a unit or house on a cross lease. The 

property will still increase in value over time with the rest of the market.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

LISTINGS STILL 
TIGHT   

 

During September there were 

11,000 properties listed for sale 

in New Zealand, up 3% from last 

month but down 1% year on 

year, according to the latest NZ 

Property Report. The inventory 

of homes for sale recovered 

slightly from the record low level 

in August, but it is still well down 

on the long term average, 

indicating the seller’s market 

continues.  

GETTING AROUND 

THE LOAN LIMITS   

One way many would-be home 

owners are dealing with the new 

loan to value limits is tapping 

into the government’s Welcome 

Home Loan programme, which 

still allows a 10% deposit if you 

meet certain criteria.  

The amount you can borrow 

depends on the region, and 

each area has a house price 

cap.  In Auckland the price limit 

is $485,000. In Wellington City it 

is $425,000 and $300,000-

$400,000 elsewhere in the 

country. For more information, 

visit welcomehomeloan.co.nz. 
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